Oral Interview Question Bank: Intermediate and Advanced

	Intermediate Questions & follow-up questions to elicit more language or check for IM
	Advanced
You often need to spiral up from an Intermediate response so you know the student has some knowledge/interest.

	Tell me about a typical meal in your favorite restaurant.
What is so special about that?

Tell me about your eating habits.
Would you consider yourself healthy, or not so healthy? Why?

You said you like to travel, why?
Describe your favorite place in the world – why do you like it so much?

You said you have a job. What is good about it? What is not so great?

What your dream career? What are the advantages or disadvantages of that career?

Describe your living situation. What is good about it? What don’t you like about it and why?

Tell me about your hometown. If I were to visit, what can I do there? 

Do you like living in a big city or small town? Why?

Tell me about a typical weekend in the summer. What do you usually do? What do you never do on the weekends?

Tell me about your life as a student. Is it the same as your life at home? Why or why not?

Tell me about a typical birthday/holiday celebration with your family. 

Do you have a favorite holiday? What is it that makes it so special to you?

Tell me about your family. 

You said you are particularly close to your ______ - please describe that person. Is s/he more like you , or unlike you? Why?

Describe an ideal day in summer/winter/autumn/spring. You said you are from _______ - how is the weather there in summer/winter/autumn/spring?

Describe a dream trip – where do you want to go? what do you want to do? why?
	You said you spent a summer living in XXX and were struck by how differently people:
• shopped for food and ate
• thought about family relationships
• used technology in daily life
Could you compare what you experienced there with what it’s like here? 

If there was something you could change about:
• your eating habits
• the way you manage money
• your lifestyle
what would it be? What would the impact be?

You said that you travel a lot – can you tell me about something that happened on one of your trips that:
• you’ll never forget
• was totally unexpected
• really changed the way you saw yourself/saw that place/saw the world

You mentioned your career plans. Describe how you see your life 5 years from now. Is it similar to your current life? Or different?

You said you are applying for X. Can you tell me all of things you need to do to make your application the best it can be?

What are the advantages and disadvantages of living: 
• on or off campus
• alone or with roommates
• in a big city or a small town
And why, exactly?

You mentioned that X is your favorite city/country/place in all of the world. Can you describe it to me so I can really see it? What makes it so special?

You said you are very close to your family. Can you tell me a story:
• about your childhood
• about something that happened to your family
• about a recent family event or celebration

You said you lived in X for a year. In comparison to Y, how would you describe its:
• transportation systems
• approach to climate change
• educational systems
• political systems
• way of treating the elderly

Is there an issue on your campus/in your city/in your home country that people are talking a lot about right now? Can you describe/explain it to me?



