The Chicago Approach to Proficiency-Oriented Assessment-Driven Reverse Designed Language Pedagogy

“What is evaluated reflects the de facto curriculum, and how it is evaluated reflects the de facto philosophy of learning and teaching.”  Kern, 2000



TARGET LANGUAGE USE DOMAIN

Where are the learners using language in the real world? What knowledge, skills, and abilities do they need to function there??

TARGET LANGUAGE USE DOMAIN





CURRICULUM


Policies


Materials


Activities


Assignments

and

Formative Assessments
Evidence for me and my learners 
that they are making progress toward outcomes. Provide opportunities for me and my learners to make interventions.


CONSTRUCT

Target Functions

What can the learner do?
How well?

We use the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines as a source for our construct. 

The Guidelines are “descriptions of what individuals can do with language in the four skills in real-world situations in a spontaneous and non-rehearsed context” (ACTFL 2012)
-> OPERATIONALIZATION <- 

How EXACTLY will the learner demonstrate the Construct?  What will I have the learner do?

I need specifically designed 

ASSESSMENT TASKS

• that are authentic: the tasks mimic or imitate the types of functions learners will perform in the real world

• with rubrics that ensure reliability: the grading is fair and consistent and reflects the criteria of the construct 

End-of-sequence tests that measure performance on targeted functions are Summative Assessments




    




















ACCOUNTABILITY
How do I ensure that learners successfully reach the identified outcomes?
What methods and strategies will I deploy?

            Performance on the assessment tasks
measures learners’ ability to carry out the target functions
and is my evidence that they can function in the target language use domain.



	REVERSE DESIGN IS AN ITERATIVE PROCESS
Is my curriculum working? Tweak policies, materials, activities.
Are my outcomes realistic? May need to revise outcomes up or down.
Reteach, retest, reevaluate, informed by the evidence from my assessments.
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