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The target student population 

A. Age/level of education: Undergraduate and Graduate students with proficiencies of advanced 
low to high sublevels 

 
    In the past, a typical advanced class had one or two undergraduates and three to five graduate 

students. The undergraduates were heritage learners continuing from an intermediate class or 
Indonesian native speakers whose Indonesian proficiency was less than the proficiency level 
of a native English speaker in his/her first year of college. Graduates already had specific 
projects that would help them to prepare for their thesis writing or field research in Indonesia. 

 
B. Language (optional):  Indonesian 
  
C. Proficiency level (see the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines and Can-do Statements) 
  

(1)   Rank your students’ relative mastery of the three modes of communication (interpersonal, 
presentational, and interpretive). Assume a “typical” learner profile. 
Interpersonal  >       interpretive          >       presentational 
(Oral > written)  (listening > reading)         (speaking > writing) 
 

(2) Rank your students’ mastery of the four skills (listening, reading, speaking, writing) 
Listening: Advanced low-high 
Speaking: Advanced low- high 
Reading: Advanced mid-high 
Writing: Advanced low-mid  

 
D. Is this a mixed class? Yes. 
 

Theme and problem 

https://www.international.ucla.edu/cseas/home
https://nhlrc.ucla.edu/nhlrc/home
http://www.cotseal.net/
https://sealc.wisc.edu/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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A.  The theme of the project 
     Novel reflections of various aspects of Islamic communities in urban and/or rural areas of 
Indonesia 

  
B. The real-world problem or driving issue being addressed through this project:  
     How to improve understanding and knowledge of Muslim communities in general and Muslim 
Indonesians in particular in the U.S., based on students’ research on Islamic communities in 
urban and/or rural areas of Indonesia. 

The product(s) 

What is the product? 
     Students will have a choice of product or products to create a better understanding towards 
Muslim communities in the U.S. by considering their origins, particularly of Indonesians. 
● Print/publication: Academic article about a Muslim community 
● Media product: A video about urban and rural areas of Muslim Indonesian origins; podcasts of 

Muslim Indonesian interviews 

Students can create either or both of these products. 
 
What skills and modes of communication does the creation of this product require? 
Presentational: All products 
Interpersonal: Podcasts of the interviews 
Interpretive: All products involve collecting and processing information in the target language 
(both written and spoken). 
 
What is/are the proficiency level(s) associated with the product(s)? 
Web-based academic article/interview videos: Advanced low-high 
Interview podcast: Advanced low-high 
 
Are these input oriented products or output oriented products? 
All are output-oriented products. 
 
Are there authentic models and sources of information in the target language available to 
students? Are these accessible?  
Yes, there are plenty of authentic models and sources of information in Bahasa Indonesia.  
 
For example: 
 
Web-based academic articles 
http://wawasanproklamator.com/artikel/30/surau-dan-kehidupan-sosial-budaya-minangkabau.html 
https://journal.iainkudus.ac.id (article: Islam dan Modal Sosial Orang Minangkabau  
di Perantauan) 

http://wawasanproklamator.com/artikel/30/surau-dan-kehidupan-sosial-budaya-minangkabau.html
https://journal.iainkudus.ac.id/
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https://journal.stiem.ac.id (article: Budaya Loka Maluku “Pela Gandong” dalam Konteks Perilaku 
Organisasi) 
  
Video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1lGHB19BBg (news: Penganut Watu Telu Menepis Stigma) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_clgDmRGKQI (news: Tradisi Ramadan: Bagarakan, Membangunkan 
Sahur ala Banjarmasin) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2O0piT1DuE (talk show: Sekali Lagi Soal Toleransi) 
 
Personal intellectual opinion podcasts 
https://podtail.com/en/podcast/musuh-masyarakat/eps-6-silaturahmi-tidak-penting/ 
https://anchor.fm/estu-prabowo6/episodes/TTP-2--Mudik-Lebaran-Terseru-e117m3t 
https://radiopublic.com/m-quraish-shihab-podcast-WlyVv0/s1!eab75 (lecture: Idul Fitri Bukan Hari 
Kemenangan) 

What are some of the main grammar points that learners need to master in order to produce 
these products? How are these taught? 
Various aspects of grammar such as parts of speech (e.g., nouns, both single and compound, 
with and without affixes), simple and complex conjunctive phrases, appropriate diction, and 
idiomatic expressions found in drafts produced by students while creating their products. Each 
aspect will mostly be addressed in individual drafts, with common issues found in the drafts for 
the class. Both individual and class learning are aimed at students’ relearning or confirming their 
understanding of the aspects. 

The process 

General description of the process: 
 
There are three steps to creating one or two products. Firstly, students break into small groups in 
class to discuss, get ideas about possible themes, and receive feedback on their ideas from the 
instructor and another group. Secondly, while deciding which product(s) they want to make, 
groups explore ideas obtained from the information gathering using provided samples about 
various Indonesian people or communities. Finally, students create the products, present them, 
and receive feedback on their work. Each step takes a week, with two or three class meetings for 
three consecutive weeks (or four, depending upon progress), giving students enough time to 
complete each step. 
  

1. What does the information-gathering (also called information collecting) stage of your project 
look like? 
● In the first meeting, students in groups jot down ideas from a selected semi-academic 

writing, discuss their ideas, then come up with three or four preconceived notions about 
Muslim communities found in the writing. Then, they write the notion topics on the 
blackboard. Each member of the group takes turns to explain a topic to the class. There 
are two class discussions for the first two parts of the writing. The last part of the writing is 

https://journal.stiem.ac.id/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1lGHB19BBg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_clgDmRGKQI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2O0piT1DuE
https://podtail.com/en/podcast/musuh-masyarakat/eps-6-silaturahmi-tidak-penting/
https://anchor.fm/estu-prabowo6/episodes/TTP-2--Mudik-Lebaran-Terseru-e117m3t
https://radiopublic.com/m-quraish-shihab-podcast-WlyVv0/s1!eab75
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3089872
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3089872
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used for an individual home assignment: to find two preconceived ideas in it, which each 
student will explain to the class in the second meeting. Full participation in both 
discussions gives students one exit grade worth one point in class final grades.  

● In the second meeting, students write their ideas in short phrases on the board and explain 
them to the class. Then they watch a sample video. Then they do activities similar to the 
first meeting’s group and class discussions, but with different classmates assigned by the 
instructor. Each group comes up with three or four preconceived ideas about Muslims, 
particularly from Indonesia, brought up in the video. Then they write the ideas in short 
phrases on the board. Each member of the group selects one or two points, develops 
them into paragraphs clearly explaining the points, then uploads them to a discussion 
board in a learning management system (LMS) such as Canvas, Blackboard, or Moodle.  
Completion of these two tasks earns students an exit card grade worth one point of class 
final grade. 

● Before the third meeting, each student submits a two- to three-sentence reaction and/or 
comment that is posted on the LMS discussion board. Completion of this task earns 
students a homework grade worth a half-point of class final grade. 

● In the third meeting, the paragraphs from the second meeting and the reaction comments 
from the homework are read aloud as follows. First a student reads their paragraphs; then 
one classmate reads their comments on one of the paragraphs. Then the next student 
reads a paragraph, and so forth. Afterwards, they all listen to a sample podcast that brings 
up ideas not mentioned in the previous two samples. Based on their peers’ reactions 
and/or comments to the paragraphs and the podcast’s novel ideas, students improve their 
paragraphs by editing or adding statements regarding the preconceived notions, and 
writing the revised versions on the board. Completion of both tasks grants them an exit 
card grade worth one point of class final grade. 

2. What does the information processing and information presenting stage for each of your 
product(s) look like? 

 
Information processing steps are accomplished in two or three meetings during the second 

week. 
● In the first in-class meeting,  students are shown samples of one web-based academic 

article, one interview video and one opinion podcast in Indonesian. For the article, they 
take turns reading the first third of the writing aloud. Then one or two students are asked to 
choose one point of the article that interests them and explain it to the class. Other 
students are asked to do the same thing for the video sample and the podcast. Students 
earn an exit grade worth one point of class final grade at the end of the meeting.  

● At home, students are to find one or two sources from an Indonesian web-based academic 
article, video, and/or podcast pertaining to Muslim communities in Indonesia and      
issue(s) that interest them. They can ask for help from the instructor and their classmates 
to find such sources. They will present the sources during the following class meeting. 
Students who complete this task earn a homework grade worth one point of class final 
grade.  

● In the second meeting, each student explains how the media sources they found might 
have the potential to improve understanding of US communities towards Muslim 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kacZTEEZkNI
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/muslim-women-are-everything-with-dr-seema-yasmin/id1547186416?i=1000505905319
http://wawasanproklamator.com/artikel/30/surau-dan-kehidupan-sosial-budaya-minangkabau.html
http://wawasanproklamator.com/artikel/30/surau-dan-kehidupan-sosial-budaya-minangkabau.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2O0piT1DuE
https://radiopublic.com/m-quraish-shihab-podcast-WlyVv0/s1!eab75
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communities. Then students post their sources on the LSM for others to see, together with 
the source samples provided by the instructor. Completion of this task earns them an exit 
card grade worth one point of their class final grade. 

● At home, before the following meeting, students submit a first draft sketch of a product or 
products they plan to make as an LSM assignment. An article draft should be at least one 
page long, a one-page description for video, and/or a recording of three questions for a 
podcast. Completion of this task earns a home assignment grade worth one point of their 
class final grade. 

● In the third meeting, the instructor leads a discussion regarding common grammar issues 
found in the drafts. Then, students individually revise their first drafts with feedback from 
the instructor concerning content, structure, and diction. Completion of this task earns 
students an exit card grade worth one point of their class final grade. 

 
Information presenting steps are accomplished in three to five meetings of the third and fourth 
weeks. 
 
Because the proficiency level range is advanced low-high, most language production in class, 
and that used in the products, is expected to be in ten- to thirty- sentence paragraphs.  

 
Web-based academic article 
● In the first meeting, students present a second draft of their web-based academic article with 

at least 50% of the content and a list of resources. The article should have at least three 
main parts that argue against popular preconceived notions. Completion of this task earns 
them a homework grade worth one class final grade. 

● A class discussion follows each presentation to give feedback on the main arguments from 
other students, in order to improve the article. The presenters need to jot down the feedback 
aspects that will be used in the next meeting. The student presenter and the commenters 
receive an exit card grade for this task worth one class final grade. 

● Prior to the second meeting, presenters make changes based on their feedback and 
complete 80% of the content and the list of resources. Completion of this task earns 
students a homework grade worth one class final grade. 

● A follow-up discussion will be held in class to allow the instructor and classmates to 
challenge the arguments presented in a student’s work. More feedback on grammar and 
expressions commonly used among native speakers of Indonesian is encouraged. A final 
article is expected to be 1) less biased in addressing contentious arguments on the issue 
and 2) academic in laying out its main critical arguments. Both the student presenter and 
commenter receive an exit card grade worth one class final grade. This step might take up 
to two meetings. 

● During the last meeting, article presenters stage their final product and receive one class 
final grade for this assignment. This step may take up to two or three meetings. 
 

Zoom Interview video 
● In the first meeting, students present a second draft of the video interview questions, at 

least 50% complete and with a list of resources. The questions have to focus on at least 
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one issue that argues against popular preconceived notions. Completion of this task earns 
them a homework grade worth one class final grade. 

● A class discussion follows each presentation to obtain feedback on the main issue from 
other students, to improve the critical depth of the questions. The presenters need to jot 
down the feedback aspects which will be used in the next meeting. Both the student 
presenter and commenters receive an exit card grade for this task worth one class final 
grade. 

● Prior to the second meeting, presenters make changes based on the feedback and 
complete 100% of the questions and the list of resources. Completion of this task earns 
students a homework grade worth one class final grade. 

● A follow-up discussion will be held in class to allow the instructor and classmates an 
opportunity to challenge the arguments presented. This also provides feedback on 
expressions commonly used among native speakers of Indonesian. A final interview video’s 
content is expected to be fair, less biased in addressing contentious arguments on the 
issue, and academically critical in laying out its main arguments.  Both the student 
presenter and commenters receive an exit card grade worth one class final grade. This 
step may take up to two meetings. 

● In the last meeting, video presenters stage their final video product of 5-10 minutes in 
length of an interview with an Indonesian Muslim, with English subtitles, and receive one 
class final grade for this assignment. This step may take up to two or three meetings. 

 

Opinion/lecture podcast 
● In the first meeting, students present a second script of descriptive opinion or lecture 

podcast content, at least 50% complete with a list of resources. The script has to focus on 
at least two issues that argue against popular preconceived notions. Completion of this 
task earns them a homework grade.  

● A class discussion follows each presentation to obtain feedback on the opinion or lecture 
from other students to improve the script. The presenters need to jot down the feedback 
aspects which will be used in the next meeting. Both the student presenter and 
commenters receive an exit card grade worth one class final grade for this task. 

● Prior to the second meeting, presenters make changes to the script based on the 
feedback and provide a complete list of at least three academic resources. Completion of 
this task earns students a homework grade worth one class final grade for this task. 

● Another discussion is held in order to prepare students to record a podcast with a 
conversational yet engaging lecture style, and appropriate pronunciation, intonation and 
speaking style familiar to native speakers of Indonesian who are unfamiliar with foreign 
speakers. The final podcast’s content is expected to be less biased in addressing 
contentious arguments on the issue and academically critical in laying out its main 
arguments.  Both the student presenter and commenters receive an exit card grade worth 
one class final grade. This step might take up to two meetings. 

● In the last meeting, podcast presenters stage their final product of 10-15 minutes’ length 
and receive a grade for this assignment. This step may take up to two or three meetings. 

Assessment 
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(1) How are the advanced (i.e. non-final) pieces of the product being assessed? (e.g. daily exit 
cards) 

 
Students will know that every step of the process in making a product contributes significantly 
to their final grade. Thus, they are getting exit cards after each task or two accomplished in 
class and a homework grade card for work outside of class. Mostly, exit cards constitute 
verbal feedback and a holistic grade (Tidak ada nilai partisipasi kelas Anda [You earn for a 
class participation grade] 0 points for not doing the work, Partisipasi Anda belum sepenuhnya 
[You don’t participate fully yet] half point for doing some of the work, and Bagus sekali 
partisipasinya [You participated fully] one point for getting the basic work done). Written exit 
cards will be given at the end of a class meeting to provide further guidance for improving on 
the work done at home. The details of the administration of the cards are explained in the 
process unit above.  

 
(2) How is the final product being assessed? 
 

In Week 4, students present their product(s), fill out a self-assessment and peer assessment 
rubric about the class products in order to express what they like about it or things they could 
have done better if time permitted, and invite others to give constructive comments about their 
product(s).  

 
(3) How are students held accountable for individual, as well as group work? 

Because this is an advanced class, there will only be individual work, supported by peer 
evaluation and the instructor’s feedback on a per-meeting basis. 

Implementation of the Principles of Differentiated Teaching 

(1) How is instruction being differentiated to respond to the needs of learners at different levels of 
readiness or with different interests, needs, and motivations? 

 
The instructor creates an encouraging learning environment that allows students to assist 
each other first in Indonesian. The instructor has to be alert at all times to assess a situation 
where the learning dynamics are halted, so that sufficient assistance with various aspects of 
learning demands can be given.  
 
As explained above, in each step in the process, both the instructor and other classmates 
have chances to give feedback to improve and support each student’s progress in creating a 
product. Students can also be grouped with others who are making the same type of product 
in order to deal with content and technical details of the product format. While holding a group 
discussion, the instructor can assist with terms of language aspects and native speaker’s 
point of view or diction choice. The student grouping can also be based on two sublevels, 
advanced low and advanced mid, while those with advanced high level can be asked to help 
the instructor to assist both lower groups.  
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(2) If this is a mixed class, what is being done to address the needs of both populations (i.e. HLLs 
and L2Ls)? 

 
As the class might consist of both undergraduates (who are most likely heritage learners or 
Indonesians with low proficiency in formal register and lack of formal learning) and graduates 
(who have formal learning and have done in-depth research on Indonesia), the grouping can 
be based on interests in the Indonesian community, or  personal or self-identification reasons, 
or on intellectual or academic pursuits, regardless of proficiency sublevels, during the first 
meetings of both information gathering and information processing. In this way, each group 
will develop in both steps a sense of connectedness. The instructor in this situation assists by 
pointing out both the strengths and weaknesses of each groups’ language aspects. 
  

Other uses and adaptations 

  
What are some ways in which this project can be adapted? For example, how can it be used at a 
different educational level or at other proficiency levels? 

● To adapt the process for an intermediate class, the instructor can change the sample 
materials for the information gathering stage to a personal blog entry of five to ten 
paragraphs, a five-minute YouTube video, and an excerpt of five to ten paragraphs from a 
magazine news feature. Depending on the number of students, the products -- a personal 
blog, a two- to three-minute video, or three- to five-minute podcast -- can be performed 
individually or in groups. 

● For the beginning level, the samples will be taken from a web-based story of one to four short 
paragraphs, a family video, and part of a personal or magazine news feature of up to four 
short paragraphs. For this level, the products -- a one-page promotional ad and a one-minute 
video -- will be assigned in groups. 

  
  
 

https://lifetimejourney.me/2017/06/19/mudik-gratis-sido-muncul/#more-8623
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A827dnWlTtI&t=4s
https://kaltim.tribunnews.com/2020/05/23/sambut-lebaran-idul-fitri-bolehkah-ziarah-kubur-di-tengah-pandemi-covid-19-ini-kata-quraish-shihab?page=all
https://kaltim.tribunnews.com/2020/05/23/sambut-lebaran-idul-fitri-bolehkah-ziarah-kubur-di-tengah-pandemi-covid-19-ini-kata-quraish-shihab?page=all
https://www.osnipa.com/contoh-cerita-pengalaman-liburan-lebaran-tahun-2021/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5EkEcIMwOX4&list=RDCMUCMKAwOoPU7t4jfrhfC4NYvg&index=1
https://www.gotravelly.com/blog/tradisi-idul-adha-di-indonesia/

